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EDUCATION
Indiana University Bloomington, USA
Ph.D. in Psychological Science, concentration in Developmental Science 2026-2031 (expected)

e Advisor: Dr. Emily Fyfe

Vanderbilt University Nashville, USA
M.Ed. Quantitative Methods 2026
e  GPA: 4.0; 45% Tuition Award

Coursework: Multilevel Modeling, Structural Equation Modeling, Item Response Theory, Nonparametric Statistics, Statistical
Consulting, Multivariate Statistics, Correlation and Regression, Psychological Measurement, and Individual Differences

The Chinese University of Hong Kong, Shenzhen (CUHKSZ) Shenzhen, China
B.S., Applied Psychology, Education and Development Stream 2024
e  Cumulative GPA: 3.651 (top 5 %), Major GPA: 3.747 (top 5 %), graduated with Honors, First Class

e  Honors Thesis: School Climate and Internalizing and Externalizing Problems: Mediation of Autonomy

HONORS & AWARDS

Heiman Summer Fellowship, Indiana University ($5,000) Summer 2027
Gotto Chair Travel Funds, Vanderbilt University ($750) April 2026
Vanderbilt Kennedy Center Travel Award ($250) Oct 2025
45% Tuition Award, Vanderbilt University Aug 2024
Dean’s List, CUHKSZ (4 years) 2020-2024
Undergraduate Research Award, CUHKSZ (4 times; $1,700) 2021-2022
Academic Performance Scholarship, CUHKSZ ($2,850) 2022
Excellent Student Helper, CUHKSZ 2023
RESEARCH INTERESTS

Cognitive Development; Patterning Ability; Mathematical Cognition; Individual Differences; Intervention; Problem-solving

PUBLICATIONS

e  Wang, H., Zhang, M., He, J., Saiding, A., Zong, C., Zhang, Y., & Chen, C.*. Exploring the Association between Bullying
Victimization and Poor Mental Health in Rural Chinese Adolescents: The Mediating Effects of Emotion Regulation. School
Mental Health, doi: 10.1007/s12310-024-09676-4.

POSTER PRESENTATIONS

e Zong, C., Li, S., & Rittle-Johnson, B. (2026, April). The interactive effects of patterning and place value knowledge on
arithmetic achievement. Cognitive Development Society Meeting, Montreal, Canada.

e Li, S., Zong, C., & Rittle-Johnson, B. (2026, April). Before continuing on, count back: The role of counting in explaining
kindergarteners’ place value knowledge. Cognitive Development Society Meeting, Montreal, Canada.

e Zong, C., Shen, Y., Abudusalamu, S., & Chen, C. (2024, August). School Climate and Mental Health: Mediation of
Autonomy. (APA 2024).


https://doi.org/10.1007/s12310-024-09676-4

e Zong, C., Zhang, Y., Li, X., Nie, Q., & Chen, C. (2023, August). Longitudinal Relation Between Academic Demands and
Internalizing Problems: Bullying as the Moderator. (APA 2023).

e Jia, X, Wang, Y., Zong, C., Huang, Z., Lei, S., Qiu, Y., & Chen, C. (2023, August). Effects of School-based “Well-being
Promotion Intervention” among Chinese Middle School Students. (4PA4 2023).

e  Chen, C., Yang, C., Nie, Q., & Zong, C. (2022, August). Exploring Bullying Victimization and Problematic Internet Use: The
Moderating Role of SEL Competency. (APA 2022).

e Gong, Z., Chen, C., Wang, Q., Zong, C., Dang, M, & Weiss, B. (2022, August). Is it a Chick-or-Egg Problem?: Reciprocal
Longitudinal Relations Between Teacher-Reported Psychopathology and Functional Impairment among Vietnamese

Adolescents. (APA 2022).

RESEARCH EXPERIENCE
Children’s Learning Lab Nashville, USA
Research Assistant, Advisor: Dr. Bethany Rittle-Johnson, Vanderbilt University Aug 2024-May 2026

Project 1: Leveraging Numerical Patterns in a Modified Board Game (NSF Project)

e  Conducted pre- and post-test assessments and game-play sessions with 4—6-year-old kindergarteners across five Nashville
primary schools (59 participants)

e  Wrote experimenter logs, cleaned SD cards, scanned documents, and uploaded them to SharePoint.

e Analyzed counting data using regression in R and Excel; summarized common counting errors

e  Conducted a moderation analysis in R on the interactive effects of patterning and place value knowledge on arithmetic
achievement

e  Conducted mediation analysis and confirmatory factor analysis using Structural Equation Modeling (SEM) in R

e  Computed and applied ability scores using Rasch and random-item Rasch item response theory (IRT) models; evaluated
model fit, reliability and validity.

Project 2: An Examination of Self-regulated Learning in Mathematics: Students’ Beliefs, Monitoring, and Control

e Piloted and refined the questionnaires using Qualtrics

e  Conducted literature reviews on how equal-sign misconceptions in algebraic problem solving

e  Compiled reference section for the dissertation paper and prepared study materials

e Examined, cleaned, and coded data using Excel and R

e  Conducted t-test and ANCOVA analyses in R

e  Report progress weekly and presented in biweekly lab meetings

P.R.A.LS.E. Lab (Promoting Resilience and Inspiring Social-Emotional) Shenzhen, China

Research Assistant, Advisor: Dr. Chun Chen, CUHK-Shenzhen Sept 2021-May 2024

Project 1: Risk and Resilience of Mental Health Among Students in Rural China

e  Applied and obtained IRB approval

e  Used linear regression to investigate protective factors against bullying victimization, anxiety, and depression, and co-
authored an instructive study report.

e  Conducted analyses in SPSS on academic demands, grit, and adolescent mental health

e  Wrote the Methods section of the manuscript

Project 2: Evaluation of Positive Psychology Intervention

e  Adapted Dr. Suldo’s theories to Chinese school conditions and initiated a 10-week “Wellbeing Promotion Program” for 8th-
grade students at a middle school by serving as an instructor.

Project 3: Positive Behavioral Interventions and Supports (PBIS)

e  Helped put the PBIS system into an implementation for the Xiangfu Yingcai School in China.

e  Explained the methodology and facilitated the teacher-student consultation process.



CSED Lab (Culture, Self, Emotion, and Development) Shenzhen, China

Research Assistant, Advisor: Dr. Jessie Bee Kim KOH, CUHK -Shenzhen Mar 2021-July 2023

Project: Mother's Influence on a Childs Freewill

e  Helped interview more than 75 mother-child (3-6 grade children) pairs, recorded an average of 2 hours of conversations with
each, and transcribed their interviews.

e  Coded more than 90 pairs of samples from a total sample of 150 pairs on Observer.

INTERNSHIP EXPERIENCE

Children’s Learning Lab Jan 2026 -May 2026
Supervisor: Dr. Bethany Rittle-Johnson & Dr. Shane Hutton

e  Patterning construct validation using Item Response Theory (IRT) and Structural Equation Modeling (SEM)

e  Assist with data collection, cleaning, and preliminary analyses for the Numerical Patterns Study 2

Shenzhen Bao’an Haile Experimental School May 2023-July 2023
e  Designed two psychological courses “Flow” and “Growth Mindset” and helped psychology teachers with their teaching.

e  Conceptualized another research “The Impact of Assessment Tools on Students’ Motivation” based on the observation of the

class performances.

TEACHING EXPERIENCE

Graduate Teaching Assistant, Indiana University Aug 2026-Dec 2026
K300 Introduction to Statistical Techniques; Instructor: Dr. Cynthia Patton (90 students)

Tutor, John Early Middle school, TN January 2026-April 2026
e  Tutor 8" grade math weekly, implementing evidence-based strategies for math learning.

Graduate Teaching Assistant, Vanderbilt University Aug 2024-April 2026
PSY-GS 8870-01 Correlation Regression (2026S); Instructor: Dr. Shane Hutton; (26 students)

PSY-GS 8861-01 Statistical Inference (2025F); Instructor: Dr. Shane Hutton; (29 students)

PSY-PC 2110-02 Introduction to Statistical Analysis (2025S); Instructor: Dr. Shane Hutton; (30 students)

PSY-PC 2110-01 Introduction to Statistical Analysis (2024F); Instructor: Dr. Shane Hutton; (74 students)

e  Graded assignments and tests and provide detailed feedback.

e Held office hours (2 hours/week) and led weekly discussion session (1 hour/week).

Tutor, Ingram Center, Vanderbilt University Sept 2025-Dec 2025
e  Tutored PSY-PC 2120 Statistical Analysis for two student athletes weekly (2 hours/week)

Teaching Assistant, CUHK-Shenzhen Sept 2021-May 2024
e  Assisted with grading and class material preparation (40 hours/month)

e  Awarded as an Excellent Student Helper

Undergraduate Student Teaching Fellow, CUHK-Shenzhen Sept 2023-December 2023
e  Educational Psychology; Instructor: Dr. Chun Chen

e Held 3 office hours to serve students with unraveling problems.

e  Assisted the professor in arranging and supervising the examination and in the preliminary review of the exam papers.

Research Fellow, China Thinks Big (Innovation Research Challenge) Nov 2022-Mar 2023

e Reviewed, commented on, and graded student research projects and intervention studies from research proposals to the final
draft of paper

Teaching Fellow & House Leader, HSYLC (Diversity Leadership Summit) July 2022-Aug 2023

e  Tutored and facilitated students in their courses and capstone projects and supported their daily schedules

Teach For China April 2022-June 2022


https://brightspace.vanderbilt.edu/d2l/home/606950
https://brightspace.vanderbilt.edu/d2l/home/513207
https://brightspace.vanderbilt.edu/d2l/home/513207
https://brightspace.vanderbilt.edu/d2l/home/513207

e Designed and delivered online oral English instruction to fifth-grade students in Guangxi Province, China

e  Conducted weekly 1-hour sessions over 10 weeks, focusing on conversational fluency and confidence-building

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT

International Mentorship at Peabody (iMAP) Mentor May 2025-Aug 2025

e  Coordinated the welcoming event for the incoming international students

e  Sent monthly email to international students, provided them with resources for adapting to graduate school, and answered
their questions

Easo Health Mar 2024-June 2024

e Recorded observation data of students’ behaviors in class using ABC model in Applied Behavior Analysis and reported to
teachers at a primary school in Shenzhen, China (one day per week)

APA 2024 Conference Reviewer Jan 2024-Feb 2024

e Have been assigned as a reviewer for APA 2024 Session Proposals (APA Division 15, Educational Psychology)

e Reviewed 4 proposals and gave comments

CONSULTANT WORK

Statistical Consulting, Vanderbilt University Sept 2025-Dec 2025
Dr. Kayla Fike (Assistant Professor, Department of Human and Organizational Development)

e  Clarified research questions and explained data structure.

e  Merged a ten—time-point Health and Retirement Study (HRS) dataset

e  Met weekly to report and update analysis progress

e  Delivered final report, R Markdown file, codebook, and Latent Growth Curve (LGC) modeling resources

Statistical Consulting, Vanderbilt University Oct 2025-Dec 2025
Dr. Hannah Rasmussen (Post-doc, Stress and Early Adversity lab, Department of Psychology and Human Development)

e  Clarified research questions

e  Conducted regressions analyses and SEM mediation models using lavaan package in R

e  Delivered R Markdown report

LANGUAGES & SKILLS

Languages: Native: Chinese - Mandarin; Work Proficiency: English
Technical Skills: R, Mplus, SAS, SPSS, StatXact, Resampling Stats, Observer (qualitative coding software), Microsoft Office,
Qualtrics, REDCap



